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Gloucester Group 40 years
It was in the 1970s, around the time of Local Government reorganisation,
that Ramblers within the Gloucestershire Area began creating Groups so as
to help make efforts across the county more manageable.
This cutting is from the Tony Drake archive at the Records Office.

The Group has responded to footpath issues over the years and attended
Public Inquiries, notably at Tredworth where Network Rail sought to close
a footpath crossing and a suitable alternative route had to be provided.
Now with over 200 Members, walks and socials continue to be organised,
including a celebratory walk and BBQ in July at Brookthorpe Village Hall.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Walking Together - Saturday 22 April 2023 Birdlip

Groups and Clubs from across the Area met up
for a Walking Together event in April.
The activities based at Birdlip Village Hall,
featured a variety of morning, afternoon and
day walks ranging from 4 to 12 miles in the
surrounding countryside and as far as Elkstone.
It was also a last chance to walk many routes
before they’re closed for the A417 scheme.
There was plenty of tea and coffee to go with
brought lunches and later the cake expertly cut
by the hosts Gloucestershire Walking Group.
A great time to catch up with friends, old and
new. Look out for a similar event at the same
time next year based at Temple Guiting.

Diary Dates 2023
Winchcombe Country
Show - Mon, 28 August
Find our stand, say hello!
Gloucestershire Ramblers
Area Council Meetings
Wed, 26 Jul 2023 7:30pm
Wed, 27 Sep 2023 7:30pm
Wed, 29 Nov 2023 7:30pm
Annual General Meeting
20/21 Jan 2024, Yorkley,
Hosts: Forest of Dean
Find us:Meetup, Facebook
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                       Winchcombe Walking Festival, 19-21 May

We again took our stand to the Winchcombe Walking Festival where visitors from across Britain and
elsewhere joined in with the many walks, long and short. Here the Gloucestershire Warwickshire Steam
Railway provided a focal point of interest. We return to Winchcombe for the August Bank Holiday.
                                           ------------------------------------------------

Responding to Footpath Diversion Requests.
Footpath diversion
notices can be found
on a convenient post
at the roadside or in
a local newspaper.
Before this, and in
order to save time
and effort all round,
there is usually an
initial consultation
where views can be
sought from bodies
such as Ramblers.
A basic test at both stages can be:-
‘Which way would a Planning Inspector go on this?’
The legal framework is reasonably limited and based
on Highways or Planning Law. Generally the heritage
of the footpath network is to be protected but there
are means for diversion ‘if it is necessary’, and if so
the alternative should be at least as commodious, i.e.
a level path shouldn’t be replaced with steps or have
an increased number of obstructions such as stiles.
It’s also unlikely
- that an extinguishment would be accepted without
  a suitable alternative, or
- that a diversion would follow a road instead.
Many paths have been in existence for hundreds, if
not thousands, of years and for example farming
methods have always worked with or around the
presence of cross-field paths.
Responding to a possible diversion can be rewarding!

A417 Update
With Development Consent agreed, the diggers
and dumpers are beginning to appear on site.

Fields next to the Gloucestershire Way near
Shab Hill will contain a wide green bridge for
wildlife to cross the new road and will allow
walkers too. Ramblers have tried to make sure
that if paths are temporarily closed for
construction works, they can remain open
outside working hours.
  --------------------------------------------------
Legacy funds a Gate at Robinswood Hill
Mary Wyatt, a founder member of Gloucester
Group, kindly left a legacy which has been used
to install a kissing gate on footpath S M2.
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                                Some Group and Area Activities
One of 59 Ramblers Areas, Gloucestershire has 7 Ramblers Groups : Cirencester, Forest of Dean, South
Cotswold, Gloucester, Cleeve, North Cotswold, Gloucestershire Walking Group with its 20s-30s sub-group.
Gloucester Group
Our midweek walks continue to be well supported,
generally with 20 to 30 walkers when the weather is
favourable. We are looking forward to a complete
programme for July to October.
We are hoping to find some extra walk leaders for the
weekend walks. Meanwhile there may be a few gaps
in the next programme.
About 20 members enjoyed the Walking Together
event at Birdlip as can be seen in our walk photo.
On the social side the Group is looking forward to a walking holiday at Elan Valley Lodge from June 19th
to 23rd. We have also arranged a coach trip to Hergest Gardens near Kington on July 13th for 40
members and friends. On July 5th we celebrate our 40th anniversary with an evening walk and BBQ at
Brookthorpe Village Hall. Past members and friends are being invited to the event.
John Bent-Marshall (Secretary)                                                                gloucester-ramblers.org.uk
                                        --------------------------------------
South Cotswold Group
We are mostly back on an even keel after the last few
years which now seem a distant memory. We have
several “younger” walk leaders who have come
forward and we are offering a full and varied walks
programme both in distance and region.
Towards the end of July we are holding our first social
event for members for some time, with a walk and a
Saturday lunch catered picnic.
The new Ramblers website and Walks Manager has led to several members emailing Central Office. We
are working hard to help resolve any problems and to keep everyone informed of up coming walks.
Ann Adams                                                                                          southcotswoldramblers.org.uk
                                        --------------------------------------
Cleeve Ramblers Group
Our Sunday walks programme has continued through
the Spring. The Wardens’ and Windrush Ways walks
have attracted many members including from other
Gloucestershire Groups and are great for getting to know
that part of the Cotswolds. This year’s Walking Together
event indicated a need for shorter walks, so we hope to
bring some of these to our Sunday programme. The
monthly midweek walks are also proving popular.
Issues for our Footpath Committee include the major housing development at Swindon Village, where we
have requested improved liaison between the various developers to ensure better integration of footpath
links. The development of a cyber campus to the west of Cheltenham will impact paths near Staverton,
some within the remit of Gloucester Group. The Area Walking Environment Officer is keeping involved.
Judith Timmis – Secretary Cleeve Ramblers                                           ramblers.org.uk/cleeve
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   Group and Area Activities-continued
North Cotswold Group
North Cotswold Ramblers headed to Cornwall for their
annual holiday and scenic walks along the Southwest
Coast Path between St. Ives and Penzance just before
the Coronation weekend. Upcoming plans include
several picnic supper walks to enjoy the long summer
evenings. The group has devised some circular walks
enabled by a new gate along the Fosse Way near Stow
together with the Diamond Way (authored in 1995 by
the Group to celebrate Ramblers’ 60th anniversary).
Simon Jones www.ramblers.org.uk/north-cotswold

Ramblers Updated Website and Walks Manager
The new Salmon and Sage corporate rebranding took a step forward
with a changeover of systems at the end of May.
Unfortunately, links to a few useful pages are currently missing and
interaction with Group Walks has some ‘work in progress’. However,
updates are being made, for example to create lists of walks in date
order. Meanwhile the Gloucestershire ‘grwalks’ page has been
revised to show an updated summary of walks. Watch this space?!

How can I help?
There are many ways to join in
with the work of the Ramblers
and maybe a smile at the sense
of achievement.

Leading a Walk
Guiding a group of members is
one example, but an earlier
step is joining in with a recce or
pre-walk to see how a route is
put together. A walk planner is
at nmc-ramblers.org.uk (free).

Supporting a Group
Our activities happen thanks to
a number of people all playing a
small part behind the scenes
keeping Ramblers going.
It can be checking finances in
and out, welcoming new
members by email, or letting
someone know we’re helping
with their local path issue.

Supporting Gloucestershire
Together the whole is greater
than the sum of the parts. The
Area team may be small but it’s
made up of Groups and Clubs
and represents walkers across
Gloucestershire at regional and
national forums and events.
Find out More
Ask on a walk, email us or drop
in on a meeting.


