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Gloucestershire Ramblers AGM in the Forest of Dean, 
Saturday 19th January 2019 
 
Members from across Gloucestershire travelled by bus, car or on foot 
to Coleford Catholic Hall, for our AGM, this year kindly hosted by Forest 
of Dean Ramblers Group. The committee team remains largely the 
same with the addition of a Vice-Chair to lend a hand. A motion was 
passed on improving GDPR procedures, to go General Council in April. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Peter Carr a volunteer Ramblers Trustee and Chair of Shropshire Area gave a lively talk on the changes 
happening at Central Office in London, to better support the work we do as Ramblers. 
 
New Year’s Resolution? – January Walks 

The first walks of the year can always be a popular. January 2nd saw 34 keen walkers join an Area walk 
to the Centre of Gloucestershire at Brockworth (the most under-promoted place in the County?). The day 
continued to Great Witcombe Roman Villa, Cheese Roller Hill and Prinknash Abbey café. 
 
The Area Walks began years ago as a way for all the organisations affiliated with Ramblers to meet up 
and exchange ideas. Walking mid-week found a common space outside their own walk programmes.  
 

Today the regular 10-12 mile walks see members from Groups across the Area enjoy a great time 
together both in the county and sometimes further afield.   

Diary Dates  
Fri 17-Sun 19th May 2019 

Winchcombe Walking Festival 
10th Anniversary  
Come and see our stand in 
Abbeyfields Hall. 
 
 
Gloucestershire Ramblers Area 
Council Meetings 
Wed 27th Mar 2019 7:30pm 
Gloucester Room, Premier Inn, 
A38 Twigworth. GL2 9PG 
 
Wed 22nd May 2019  7:30pm 
Gloucester Room, Premier Inn, 
A38 Twigworth. GL2 9PG 
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     Pathwatch – a way to let Ramblers know about a path issue, when you’re out walking. 

It can be great to see footpath maintenance work going on in the countryside. Unfortunately sometimes 
it’s not as good as it should be, as can be seen with this newly fenced in path, if you can call it a path. 
 

Barbed Wire - if there really is a need for it, should be fixed to the outside of posts. 
The latest British Standard BS5709:2018 says no barbed wire within 1 metre of a structure (in case you 
try to grab it). New structures on paths should not be stiles except in exceptional circumstances – in 
order of preference Gap, Gate, Mobility Kissing Gate, plain Kissing Gate, Stile. If something beyond a gap 
is needed, a two-way-opening -self-closing gate is the preferred option, except where it adjoins roads & 
safety concerns may indicate a mobility kissing gate (uses a special key to open fully). [Pittecroft Trust] 
 

With the surface of the path as it is, holding onto the fence gives little comfort when you’re stuck in boot 
swallowing mud. Is there any semblance of drainage works to keep standing water clear of the path? 
 

Issues like these can be reported using Pathwatch, the free downloadable App for your smart phone from 
Apple Store or Google Play. There’s a chance your phone will try to convince you to pay (zero) but go 
back and fore a few times and it should let you download it for free. It’ll need a contact email to register. 
 

You don’t have to use Pathwatch on your phone. It’s also possible to report the issue through Pathwatch 
on Ramblers website. Although you can click through and select the specific type of issue, if you choose 
‘other’ it allows you to give a written description. Pathwatch currently doesn’t let you review the report 
once it has been sent so take a separate photo for your own records. 
 

The reports are distributed to our Footpath teams and to the County Council. Naturally the most reported 
issues tend to be attended to first. If you’d like to help, email footpaths@gloucestershireramblers.org.uk 
 
Cotswold Way - North Nibley 
Extinguishment of Footpath CNN32 was 
confirmed on 5th December 2018. This 
path up to the Tyndale monument had 
been temporarily closed for several 
years due to a landslip. Despite our 
efforts, there was little prospect of the 
council finding the funds to open it up 
again. 
The new route for the Cotswold Way 
(which has been used during the 
closure) is from the road, along 
Bridleway CNN30 Wood Lane, before 
using Footpath CNN64 back to the 
monument.                                                     PROW Map courtesy Gloucestershire County Council 
 
A417 Missing Link - Update 
Highways England is still refining its 
plans for a Dual Carriageway cutting 
across the Cotswolds AONB. The new 
Weymouth link road in the Dorset 
AONB uses bridges with grass flanks 
to allow migration of wildlife.  Much of 
the new A417 is in a cutting with 
bridges across the top. With support 
from other local organisations, Green 
Bridges could be used for footpaths, 
bridleways & tracks in our AONB too.                         
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Gloucestershire Ramblers Area includes eight Ramblers Groups and a number of affiliated                  
Organisations. Over 60 Ramblers Areas join together to form the Ramblers Association. 

 
Cleeve Ramblers Group  
 

Our group main efforts go into maintaining 
a week in, week out walking programme on 
fixed days. Since the last issue there has 
been 15 walks of an average 7.5 miles with 
an average of 18.5 walkers, the longest 
walk was 10 miles and the biggest group 
34. There have been new faces walking on 
a regular basis and new walks leaders have 
come forward which means Cleeve is a 
healthy walking group. 
 

Our Cleeve Ramblers Footpath Committee 
meets regularly and tries to keep up to 
speed dealing with Footpath issues in our 
district. We would also like to expand our maintenance work. A warm welcome would be given to anyone 
interested in maps, or wishing to join a working party or maintenance team. 
 

Our AGM was held in November and again was felt to be a successful event. We had a pleasant short 
walk followed by the AGM. All posts were filled but our 3 Walks Co-ordinators seek replacement. This role 
organises the 3 walking programmes each year with each co-ordinator taking responsibility in turn. The 
task is to contact known walk leaders and ask them for details of their next walk. 
 
Your Committee is here for the members as well as to keep the Group organisation active. If you have 
questions or suggestions, please contact any of us. Thank you for supporting Ramblers Association work. 
Brian Payne- Cleeve Ramblers Secretary 
 
Gloucester Ramblers Group 
We continue to have a full weekend and midweek walks programme and In January we had our 
successful Annual Dinner at Brickhamton Golf Complex which was attended by 55 people. After dinner we 
enjoyed a talk given by Chris Evans of Dundry Nurseries who, we were interested to hear, does a lot of 
charity work with disabled people. 
David Sanderson – Gloucester Ramblers 
 
Cirencester Ramblers Group  
The Cirencester Group have had a busy time in between the many walks which included Blenheim Palace 
& Woodstock in Oxfordshire and Aldbourne & Mildenhall in Wiltshire as well as our own beautiful county. 
 

On 9th September 27 members and guests enjoyed a boat trip around Gloucester Docks after a short 
walk on the Severn Way. The boat, Queen Boadicea II, was used during the evacuation of Dunkirk, but 
now takes tourists on gentler trips up and down the Gloucester and Sharpness Canal. 
 

Thirty six members and guests attended a Skittles Evening in the Down Ampney Football Club on 20th 
October while  27 members and guests travelled to Torquay for midweek break on 8th October, which 
included cider tasting and a cream tea. 
At our AGM in October we welcomed Alison Goodall as our new chair and thanked John Bookwood for his 
sterling work over the last 4 years. 
 

We rounded off the year with an excellent Christmas Lunch at the Corinium Court Hotel attended by over 
50 members and guests.  
Pat Beckley - Cirencester Ramblers 
 
Path Maintenance Volunteers continued on 
the clearance and marking of the Wysis Way 
as far as Gloucester Docks.  We made quite a 
spectacle walking through the city centre with 
our secateurs, loppers and saws!  Thanks to 
Mark from Gloucester group who guided us 
through the city to the docks. 
 
If you’re interested in helping to maintain 
paths in a team please contact Richard at 
footpaths@gloucestershireramblers.org.uk   
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                       A page of Mid Week walks for the Gloucestershire Ramblers Area 

Gloucestershire Ramblers Area organises a programme of day walks of approx 10-12 miles long, usually mid-
week, in the county & neighbouring counties. Why not give us a try (please contact leader beforehand).  
Once a member, all our walks are free! (Sorry Registered Assistance dogs only but see www.fodramblers.org.uk)    

Wed 6 Mar 10am 11miles/17.7 km – Mod          Winchcombe 
Winchcombe Back Lane CP (£1.00) OL45. (GL54 5PZ, SP023284) 
Walk part of the Winchcombe Way north westward towards 
Gretton and Alderton, returning Cleeve Hill and then along the 
river Isbourne via Postlip Mill and back.  Picnic. 
Contact: Rosie and John, 01684 273746 or 07933 783799 on day 
 
Wed 13 Mar 10am 10 miles/16.1 km - Mod  Stroud & Painswick 
Park at Stratford Park Leisure Centre. (GL5 4AF, SO845056) 
Walk through fields to Painswick and join the Cotswold Way.  
There will be the usual things ie mud, stiles, ascents and 
descents, and hopefully lovely views and spring flowers.  Picnic. 
Contact: Hilary, 01453 753398 or 07503754620 on day 
 
Wed 20 Mar 09:30 10.5m/16.9km Mod Striding out from Birdlip 
Meet old Ermin St. Birdlip by school. E179. (GL4 8JH, SO926143) 
Typical Cotswold Ups and Downs.  Birdlip - Brimpsfield - Elkstone 
- Cockleford - Upper Coberley - Pub lunch/drink or picnic at the 
Hungry Horse.  Short return via Coberley - Cuckoopen Barn Farm 
- Barrow Wake.  Note earlier start on account of long AM walk.   
Contact: Guy, 01242 251412 or 07968 797186 on day.  
 
Wed 27 March 10:00 10.5m/16.9 km Mod            Winchcombe 
Park Back Lane CP (£1.00 all day) OL45 SP023284 GL54 5PZ 
Follow the Gloucestershire Way over Fluke's Hill and through 
Little Farmcote, Campden Lane to Stumps Cross.  Cotswold way 
to Wood Stanway.  Up to the Beckbury Monument.  Return to 
Wnchcombe on the Winchcombe Way through Hailes.  Picnic. 
Contact: Michael 07986 6162575 
 

Wed 3 Apr 10:00 - 11 miles/17.7 km - Strenuous      Sugar Loaf 
Abergavenny Byefield CP (free) nr river. (NP7 5YL, SO297140) 
Strenuous (but no harder than usual for the Black Mountains).  
Along the river and over Sugar Loaf.  Picnic. 
Contact: Catherine, 01452 559924 or 07456 425880 on day 
 

Wed 10 Apr 10:00 10m/16.1 km – Mod     To the Cheese Roller  
Painswick Stamages Lane (Pay & Display). (GL6 6UU, SO865095) 
Starting at Painswick, up the valley following Painswick stream 
to Cranham and onward through Buckholt and Brockworth 
woods to Coopers Hill.  Return via Cotswold Way to Painswick, 
passing Painswick Beacon and Catbrain Quarry.  Bring picnic 
Contact: Lawrence, 07486 415265 
 

Wed 17 Apr 10am 13m/22km Mod A Bard, a King, a Commoner 
Rosebird Centre CP, Shipston Rd (next to Waitrose), Stratford on 
Avon.  Parking £2.00 all day. (CV37 8LU, SP205534) 
Combination of river bank and cross country (Heart of England 
Forest).  Mostly flat with just a couple of stiles so easy walking. 
Contact: David O'B, 07976 941676 Bring a picnic. 
 

Wed 24 Apr 10:00 - 10 miles/16.1 km – Mod          Winstone  
Park roadside verge Lodge entrance Miserden park.  E179. 
 (GL7 7JZ, SO955094) Walk from Winstone to Duntisbourne 
Abbots, Edgeworth and back through Miserden park.  Picnic. 
Contact: Susanne, 01453 757212 or 07587 713668 on day. 
 

 
Moderate- a good level of fitness. May include some steep paths 
and open country, and may be at a brisk pace.  
Strenuous- above average fitness level. May include hills and  
rough country, and may be at a brisk pace.  
Walking boots and warm, waterproof clothing are essential.  
If in doubt about fitness please contact the walk leader 
beforehand. 

Wed 1 May 10:00  10 miles/16.1 km  Mod Wickwar to Hawkesbury 
Wickwar Playing Field CP.  Wickwar head west on B4509 Charfield, 
pass Alderley Group sign on left, take next narrow left signed Playing 
Field.  Follow track 500yds to CP.  L162/E167 (GL12 8JZ, ST722886) 
Walk Wickwar, Sturts Bridge, Wetmoor Woods, Hawkesbury 
Common, Hawkesbury Upton for lunch, return via common and 
woods.  Bring a picnic lunch.  Cafe and pub at end. 500ft climb. 
Contact: Richard, 07512758229 
 
Wed 8 May 10:00  11 miles/17.7 km – Mod                     Aldbourne  
Meet the Square in Aldbourne. LR174. E157. (SN8 2DG, SU265757) 
Figure of 8 walk from Aldbourne in Wiltshire.  AM 6.5m The Lamas 
Field Walk, PM 4.5m The Green Hill Walk.  Picnic , pub or cafe at end 
Contact: Martin, 07790437908 
 
Wed 15 May 10:00 - 10 miles/16.1 km – Mod                 Llangattock 
Park nicely Park Drive or side of road. OL13 (NP8 1PA, SO212178) 
Ascent at a moderate pace with some off path walking through Craig 
y Cilau.  Stunning views of Llangattock Escarpment weather 
permitting.  Return via Lonely Shepherd and bluebell wood.  Picnic. 
Contact: Jenny & Peter, 01600 715719 or 07455 257262 on day 
 
Wed 22 May 10:00 - 11 miles/17.7 km – Mod                     Kingscote 
Park rear of Hunters Hall CP. E168.  (GL8 8YA, ST814960) 
Walk Hay Bottom and Ozleworth Bottom, to Hens Cliff, Newark Park, 
Ozleworth Park and Bagpath.  Picnic lunch.  Food drink at pub after. 
Contact: Dave, 01452 721792 or or 07593 296983 on day 
 

Wed 29 May 10:10 - 13m/20.9 km – Mod      River and Bridges Walk 
Start St John Ancient Chapelry, for the 10.28am 7XP bus from M48 
roundabout.  Park in Aust village. (BS35 4BB, ST573891) 
Bus to Chepstow (English bus pass should be accepted) then inland 
route north, down into the Wye Valley, up the leap, and back to 
Chepstow for a return over the bridges.  Some rough forest tracks 
with an airy walk to the finish. Bus assisted walk, check website in 
May for changes. Call leader if wish to join at Chepstow bus station. 
Contact: David P, 07824 603711 Picnic 
 

Wed 5 Jun 10:00  10 miles/16.1 km – Mod                       Bredon Hill 
Eckington Bridge CP,  Pershore road. (WR10 3DD, SO922422) 
Follow the river Avon, then to Bredons Norton and Westmancote.  
Around the top of the hill to the tower, then down to Nafford Lock 
and Birlingham returning to Eckington Bridge.  A varied walk with 
lovely views.  Picnic. 
Contact: Maggie, 01684 592727 or 07938 543055 on day. 
 

Wed 12 Jun 10:00 - 10 miles/16.1 km – Mod "More Golden Valley" 
Park at the west end of the lay-by top of Cowcombe hill away from 
the "Glider cafe". E168. (GL6 8HR, SO910019) 
As with the previous walk we weave back and forth across the valley, 
via Chalford, Brimscombe, Besbury Common and France Lynch.  
Several steep paths and quite a few stiles.  Bring a packed lunch. 
Contact: Bruno, 01451 822465 or 07925 595285 
 

Wed 19 Jun 10am 11m/18km Mod Forest Dean Woodland Wander 
Speculation CP (off B4234). OL14. (GL17 9LT, SO613135) 
Explore Buckholt, Eastbach, Lydbrook, Barnedge Hill.  Varied walking 
on forest trails and footpaths.  Picnic. 
Contact: Jackie, 01594 564417 or 07767 351190 on day 
 

Wed 26 Jun 10:00 11.5miles/18.5 km          Marlborough Downs 
Meet car park on the downs south east of Broad Hinton. (SU129747) 
A midsummer stroll through Sarsen, stone circle, Ridgeway and 
White Horse country.  Picnic. 
Contact: Mick, 01453 542082 or 07443 643462 on day 

 


