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The 24th November 2014 saw the official opening of the accessible path
alongside the river Isbourne. It’s to the Sudeley Castle side of the river and
gives extensive views of Winchcombe. At various times of year the path used
to become too muddy for even hearty walkers. We used part of a legacy (Lilian
Wise of Churchdown) to help provide an all-weather surface and install new
bridges and gates. Other funders are Entrust, Tewkesbury Borough Council,
Winchcombe Town Council, Winchcombe Welcomes Walkers and Cotswold
Wardens. Members of Gloucester Group and Cleeve Group attended an
enjoyable opening by Lady Aschcombe of Sudeley Castle and the Mayor of
Tewkesbury.

At our December AGM at
Woodmancote Village
Hall, Ray Chaney was
elected Chair for 2015.

80th Anniversary
Cotswold Way North End Marker Stone

Yes it’s 80 years since
ramblers came together.
To celebrate, Ramblers is
launching the Big
Pathwatch, a project
open
to anyone, to help
survey the registered
path network. Funded by
Ramblers Holidays, it
should begin in June and
continue through to
November.

The-Big-Pathwatch

Facebook
We were also involved in this significant marker stone at Chipping Campden
unveiled on 8th November 2014 by the Mayor of Chipping Campden. James
Blockley, Cotswold Way Access Officer, managed the project while local artist
and rambler Ros Young raised £13,000 from local people and businesses.
Together with Central Office we made a large donation from our Way Marker
budget for the many walkers of the Cotswold Way. Ramblers from North
Cotswold, Mid-Glos (Cheltenham) and Cirencester attended a lively ceremony.

We’re now live on
Facebook. If you know
what it means click here
Gloucestershire-ramblers
to ‘like’ our page
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Message from the Chair
At the Gloucestershire Area Ramblers Annual
General Meeting I was elected as Chair. In my
new role I have been heavily reliant on
Bernard Gill, the outgoing Chair. I must give
thanks to Bernard for his efforts over the last year to improve
our profile, his assistance while I take over and his
continuation as Publicity Officer.
While out walking I’m sometimes asked where our
membership fee goes? Ramblers is first and foremost a
charity, with charitable aims to fulfil which are summarised in
our mission statement:
·

The guardians of the footpath network

·

Advocates of the right to roam

·

The protectors of the countryside

·

The champions of walking

Des Garrahan and Clare Wadd
from ramblers central office
discover local signage during
the afternoon AGM walk.

And of course we can have fun while we’re doing it.
Our membership fee is essentially split three ways:
·

Campaigning

·

Legal issues

·

Operation of our groups and publicity

Typically, campaigning mainly involves lobbying MPs on behalf of all walkers (not just members of
Ramblers) to ensure that footpaths are protected in upcoming legislation. One of our recent successes has
been a declaration by our current government to complete the coastal path around England by 2020. (The
Wales path, completed in 2012 brings a significant amount to the local economy, wellbeing and health).
Legal costs are primarily associated with defending the public rights of way network. This is our last resort.
Ramblers prefers to negotiate with landowners to keep an existing footpath or accept an improved
alternative route. Ramblers takes various things into consideration in making these decisions including the
historical significance of a path.
In order to reduce costs we’re gradually moving away from post to email and making more use of our
website. Due to changes in the Ramblers Walksfinder system, our combined walks programme will soon be
available only electronically.
We’ve recently been involved in the dissolution of the Mid Glos Group. We’re going to trial a new structure
for the Cheltenham District. We’ll try to keep a team solely to maintain the footpath network there,
separate from walking groups. If you’d like to join this team let me know. We're also trying to establish a
walking group based on Cheltenham. Meanwhile we’ll help bring in specific walking groups alongside
current walking groups there. If you’re a group of Ramblers members who have a specific purpose that
doesn’t conflict with current groups, let us know. A “letter” will shortly be sent to Mid Glos members
requesting which group they would now like to join.
The front page shows some projects we’d been working on throughout 2014 which came to fruition as the
year came to a close. With these we used a new strategy of using our scarce resources to part-fund larger
projects so as to help make them successful - projects that we wouldn’t have been able to afford on our
own but which benefit walking generally.
Ray Chaney, Area Chair
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South Cotswolds Group
Our walks programme continues to grow with 47 walks in the last 4 monthly period
ending in February 2015 and 57 planned for the next 4 months ending in June. We are
experimenting with an additional walk which is stipulated to be fast and strenuous and
this will take place on the 9th May. A normal paced walk will also be run on this day. If
there is sufficient demand this may become a regular feature. We already have in place a monthly
provision for a short and a long walk on the same day.
In October we finished our Ice Cream Walk which
we completed in 8 monthly stages starting at
Winstones ice cream factory on Rodborough
Common and finishing at Uphill near Weston Super
Mare. At the end 12 of us were presented with
certificates produced by Sally showing that we had
completed all stages.
Last year our holidays took us to the Lake District
with HF Holidays, where some of the group
conquered Scafell Pike together with several other
daunting peaks, and to Dunster where we had an
South Cots Members receiving their certificates.
enjoyable holiday staying at the Yarn Market Hotel
and walking on Exmoor. This year our Spring
holiday takes us to Lulworthwith HF and in the Autumn we are returning to Dunster. Our seasonal
lunch in January was again a great success with 52 members enjoying the usual splendid feast at
Minchinhampton Golf Club.
The invaluable work of our Footpath Committee continues while Bernard Smith is maintaining our
kissing gate installations.
At our AGM we were fortunate enough to get a new volunteer committee member as well as another
walks coordinator. At the same meeting Andrew took over from Bernard as Group Secretary.
Richard Davis, Group Chairman

Forest of Dean
A flurry of snow bode well for a walk near Abergavenny with old railway
and tramway tracks, industrial archaeology and geology, river and canal, hill and valley, snow and sun.
What more do you need on a walk?
We hope to again attend the Forest activity day at the Speech house in
Spring and fingers crossed we’ll soon be able to confirm the opening of
a new Footpath in Lydney.

A New Way to See Details of All Ramblers' Walks in Gloucestershire
Now that the new Walksfinder has been made available on Ramblers' website, it is now at last
possible to see and choose from ALL WALKS of Gloucestershire Ramblers' Groups in date order on
smartphones, tablets, laptops, desktops, and not forgetting the local library. Just enter
http://tinyurl.com/GRWalks or the longer version http://www.ramblers.org.uk/go-walking/find-awalk-or-route.aspx?group=GR&tab=walks. Tap or click the title of a walk of interest to see further
details and location maps (try the aerial photos and OS Maps!), or even the nearest Postcode for
SatNav enthusiasts. On the bottom right is a box Walks Run By which should say Gloucestershire and
All groups. You can change this to say a particular group or even choose a walk from another area
when you are on holiday! The old GRWalks or Composite Programme has finally been retired.
You can also see our walks listed in weekday and weekend columns at
http://gloucestershireramblers.org.uk/grwalks/
If you need any help please email grwalks@gmail.com or tel 01453 873625
Mike Garner
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